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This is a special edition newsletter
from the EDGE Program! We are so
excited to celebrate Hispanic
Heritage Month and this special
edition newsletter is dedicated to all
things Hispanic Heritage. We asked
our staff and students--what
famous/well-known Latinx person do
they admire and why. A few
examples could include musician,
actor/actress, political figure, historic
figure, sports figure etc.

EDGE Celebrates
Hispanic
Heritage Month

This year the theme for Hispanic
Heritage Month is "Unidos: Inclusivity
for a Stronger Nation". Keep reading
to see all the ways that EDGE is
including and honoring our diverse
student and staff population!

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

Principal Gemmill and Principal Bowlby



Each year, Americans observe
National Hispanic Heritage Month
from September 15 to October 15,
by celebrating the histories,
cultures and contributions of
American citizens whose ancestors
came from Spain, Mexico, the
Caribbean and Central and South
America. The observation started
in 1968 as Hispanic Heritage Week
under President Lyndon Johnson
and was expanded by President
Ronald Reagan in 1988 to cover a
30-day period starting on
September 15 and ending on
October 15. It was enacted into
law on August 17, 1988, on the
approval of Public Law 100-402.

History
What is Hispanic Heritage Month

The day of September 15 is significant
because it is the anniversary of
independence for Latin American
countries Costa Rica, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. In
addition, Mexico and Chile celebrate their
independence days on September 16 and
September18, respectively. Also,
Columbus Day or Día de la Raza, which is
October 12, falls within this 30 day
period.



Reading
Elementary 
Dreamers
By: Yuyi Morales
Genre: Biography
Age Level: 3-6

Abuela
By: Arthur Dorros
Genre: Fiction
Age Level: 3-6

Alma and How
She Got Her
Name
By: Juana
Martinez-Neal
Genre: Fiction
Age Level: 3-6

Doña Flor
By: Pat Mora
Illustrated by: Raul Colón
Age Level: 3-6

 

Galápagos Girl / Galapagueña
By: Marsha Diane Arnold
Illustrated by: Angela Domínguez
Age Level: 6-9

 

Middle Grade
They Call Me Güero:
A Border Kid’s Poems
by David Bowles
Age Level: Grade 5-8

Ana María Reyes Does Not
Live in a Castle by Hilda
Eunice Burgos
Age Level: Grade 4-8 

Young Adult

The Storm Runner by
J. C. Cervantes
Age Level: Grade 4-8

House on Mango Street
by Sandra Cisneros
Age Level: Grade 9-12

How the Garcia Girls Lost
Their Accents by Julia
Alvarez
Age Level: Grade 9-12

Cuba 15 by Nancy Osa
Age Level: Grade 9-12

Here are some book lists you can read with your family to
connect to your own culture, or to better understand

another! Don’t forget that you have access both to your
local school libraries, the public library, and our EDGE
online library will be “live” in Canvas/Clever in early

October!
 

Seattle Public Library’s list
 

NYPublic Library’s list (lists for all levels)
 

PBS List: Latinos who made a difference
 

BONUS, this list is for you, as adults, to read more about
Latino experience if you wish (most are fast reads): 

 
 

https://www.spl.org/books-and-media/books-and-ebooks/staff-picks-for-kids/hispanic-heritage-month-2022-books-for-kids
https://www.nypl.org/blog/2022/09/01/hispanic-latinx-heritage-month-books#early
https://www.pbs.org/parents/thrive/books-about-latinos-who-made-a-difference
https://www.nytimes.com/article/latino-books.html
https://www.nytimes.com/article/latino-books.html


Music and Art

Our School Office Specialist, Janet Villegas, admires musician and songwriter Vicente
Fernández. He is one of Mexico's biggest cultural icons. The king of ranchera music
sold more than 65 million albums and filmed more than 35 movies in a decades-long

career that brought him international fame

Our high school art teacher, Katie Gilmour, admires Mexican
artist Frida Kahlo, whose art has inspired generations. A few

years ago, Ms Gilmour, took her students to view Kahlo's 
 exhibit (photos from the event) at the Portland Art Museum.

Our Office Manager, Sara Mendez,
admires Salvador Dali, for his

unique perspective in art. Dalí was
a Spanish Surrealist painter known

for exploring subconscious
imagery. His most famous painting

is The Persistence of Memory
(1931), depicting melting watches.

Selena Quintanilla, known as the 'Queen of
Tejano Music' she is an icon of accomplishment

and a source of pride for many Texans. She paved
the way for Tejano music artists after her time as

well as becoming an emblem of possibility and
hope for young women of color everywhere



Argentina
Bolivia
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba
Dominican Republic
Ecuador
El Salvador
Equatorial Guinea
Guatemala
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Puerto Rico
Spain
Uruguay
Venezuela

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Across these 21
countries, you can find
a rich diversity of
accents, usage of
certain pronouns and
verb forms, and local
slang.

There is an especially
marked difference
between the Latin
American accent and
the pronunciation from
Spain, though people
from all of these places
would understand 

 

Map

Parents, if you are looking for a
fun activity at home, you can print
your own free map here for your

students to color. 

https://spanishmama.com/spanish-speaking-countries-map-free-printable/
https://spanishmama.com/spanish-speaking-countries-map-free-printable/


Parent Resources
For parents who would like to
explore more about Hispanic
Heritage Month, we have listed
some links below for your use. 

Free printable worksheets

National Museum of the American Latino

Information, puzzles, biographies for English language
learners. In English and Spanish. 

Local radio information and events

Read more about Hispanic Heritage Month at 
the National Hispanic American Heritage website

https://www.education.com/worksheets/hispanic-heritage-month/
https://latino.si.edu/learn/teaching-and-learning-resources/hispanic-heritage-month-resources
https://www.colorincolorado.org/books-authors/literacy-calendar/hispanic-heritage-month
https://turadiopoder.org/
https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/
https://www.hispanicheritagemonth.gov/


Student Hispanic
Heritage

Ana, 5th grade

Mi nombre es Ana y mis padres son de michoacan Mexico. Mi
padre llego a los 15 años de edad. Mi madre a los 25. Desde la
llegada de mi padre el a trabajado siempre de seruchero en las

montañas tambien el trabaja como bombero salvaje
actualmente tiene ya 34 años trabajando en lo mismo el ama

su trabajo. Mi madre es ama de casa y trabaja limpiando casas
y cuida ansianos. Tengo tres hermanos mayores yo soy hija
unica y amo mis raises soy Mexico Americana. Y me siento

muy orgullosa. Yo al igual que mis padres enseñare mis raises
a mi futura familia. Y de igual forma los educare sintiendo

respeto y amor por mis paises. Gracias.

My name is Ana, and my parents are from Michoacan Mexico.
My father arrived at 15 years of age. My mother at 25. Since
the arrival of my father, he has always worked as a seruchero

in the mountains. He also works as a wild firefighter.
Currently, he has been working in the same field for 34 years.

He loves his job. My mother is a housewife and works
cleaning houses and takes care of the elderly. I have three
older brothers I am an only child and I love my roots I am

Mexican American. And I feel very proud. Like my parents, I
will teach my roots to my future family. And in the same way I
will educate them feeling respect and love for my countries.

Thanks 

Students and families, you can still submit a student profile for
the month to be shared on our social media. Email Sara

Mendez at MENDEZ_SARA@SALKEIZ.K12.OR.US to be
featured! Deadline is 10/12



Staff Hispanic
Heritage

Instructional Assistant, Lupe Cuanas, 
 representing Indigenous Mexican

culture (Purépecha). That’s their flag in
the background says “Our Strength” in
her first language which is Purépecha.
She is wearing the traditional attire for

women.

 Zyanya Aguilar-Nelson teaches high school
Spanish at EDGE. She is a proud Mexican-

American with roots in Puebla, Mexico. She
admires Ana Gabriela Guevara Espinoza who

was a former track and field athlete for
Mexico turned Senator for Mexico.

Yolanda Valdez Jara, 2nd grade Bilingual teacher

Hola, soy maestra de Segundo año en EDGE.
Estudié en la Universidad de Sonora en
México y después en la Universidad de

Oregon. Vivo con mi familia aqui en Salem. En
mi tiempo libre me gusta pasar tiempo con mi

familia, ir a la playa y al bosque, acampar y
leer

Hello, I am a second-grade teacher at the EDGE
program. I studied my bachelor at the University
of Sonora in Mexico and graduate school at the
University of Oregon. My family and I live here
in Salem. In my free time I love spending time
with my family. We like going to the beach, to

the woods, camping, hiking, and reading.



From left: Teresa Alvarez Valenzuela has roots in
Zacatecas, Isela Guevara Cruz has roots in Mexico
City, Mayra Ramos has roots in Jalisco, and Janet

Villegas has roots in Jalisco El Grullo Mexico.

High school
counselor, Lily
Jaeger has roots in
Argentina and Spain.
She admires her
parents for leaving
their home countries
to make a new life in
America for her and
her sister


